
  
 

ScAN Quarterly Newsletter - June 2023 
 
 

We’re excited to share with you our first-ever Scottish Arctic Network (ScAN) Quarterly Newsletter! 

Please do spread the word to any researchers based in Scotland and working on Arctic issues - We 
are keen to grow our network further. Register with us to learn more about the work we do and 
future opportunities. SIGN UP NOW htps://arctic.scot/contact/ 

We would like to feature your research on the ScAN website and newsletter, so if you have 
published a relevant research paper or blog, recorded a podcast, went on an expedition, loking for 
collaborators, promoting an event, started or completed a research project, hosted an art exhibition 
(you name it) - please send it onto thenorth@abdn.ac.uk and we will collate it into a quarterly 
newsletter, and choose some stories for the website. The entries should be 100-250 words long and 
accompanied by 1-2 images. 

 
 
Network updates 

 
March 2023 - The second Scotland Model Arctic Council (SCOTMAC 2) successfully concluded in 
March this year, with an engaging diplomatic simulation where undergraduate students from 
universities across Scotland, the rest of the UK, and beyond, played the role of representatives from 
the eight Arctic States or Arctic Indigenous peoples’ organisations. See more details in this blog post 
by Sennan Matar. 
 
6 April 2023 Arctic Connections SRUC - Supporting Rural Women in Arctic Low-carbon Transitions: A 
Knowledge Network – Interview with Dr Jayne Glass, Dr Bregje Van Veelan, and Dr Ana Vuin. 

 
24-28 April 2023 Aberdeen - north2north exchange hosted by Elsa Cox, RGU Orkney’s Development 
Manger had two Norwegian University staff members from their Faculty of Engineering, Science and 
Technology visit: see here. 

 
25 May 2023 New members join the University of the Arctic network - University of Glasgow and the 
University of Dundee (Charlotte Kedslie Charlote.Kedslie@glasgow.ac.uk) 
 
May 2023 – ScAN Steering Group for 2023/2024 composition is finalized and can be viewed here - 
https://arctic.scot/about/ We have also convened an organisning committee, so keep an eye on our 
website for more details. We are developing Terms of Reference and objectives for the coming year.  
 
23-26 May 2023 – Prof David Anderson participated in the UArctic annual assembly in Québec. 
 
May 2023 - Marta Santos García (University of Edinburgh) completed her research stay at Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution, supported by ScAN. See more detail in this blog post. 
 
 
 

 



  
 

Upcoming events 
 

12-14 June 2023 Glasgow, UK 

27th International Conference on Port and Ocean Engineering under Arctic Conditions (POAC 2023) 
 
POAC is the acronym for the International Conference on Port and Ocean Engineering under Arctic 
Conditions. This conference addresses the unique issues related to coastal and offshore engineering 
in ice-covered waters. POAC began in 1971 in Trondheim, Norway, and since then, it has been held 
on a regular basis every two years at different international venues. Over the years, this conference 
has been the mainstay of Arctic engineering conferences and typically attracts over 150 participants 
to each conference. 
 
The objective of POAC is to improve knowledge of ice-related problems by having scientists, 
technologists, and design and development engineers discuss and exchange ideas on relevant topics. 
In addition to personal communications, one major objective is to have other national and 
international organizations, industries, and research institutes engaged in work on the Arctic and 
Antarctic of interest to POAC, report their work at the POAC Conference. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend POAC. The conferences have a very loyal following since they provide 
current information on the state-of-the-art of ice engineering in a friendly, informal atmosphere. 
People who attend POAC Conferences continue to attend on a regular basis. 
 
 
19-21 October 2023, Reykjavik, Iceland 
Arctic Circle Assembly 
 
We have applied to hold a session on Arctic research networks but are aware that many will be 
going to present their own research. Please do reach out if you are planning to go as it will be great 
to have a ScAN meet up. We will also be providing a scholarship for an ECR to attend so please 
watch out for our website and social media for details in the next couple of weeks.  
 
 
27-29 March 2024 , Edinburgh, Scotland 
Part of Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) 2024). We will be holding the annual ScAN meeting at 
this event. There will be some travel support available closer to the event so keep an eye on our 
website and social media. 

 
 
 

Collaboration opportunities 
Call for Contributors 

 
Ice and Water: 

Circular Thinking on Cultural and Environmental Sustainability Interdisciplinary Events 

(Reykjavik, 18-22 October 2023) 
 
 
Scientific data on the melting ice-caps and rising water temperatures has been delivering urgent 
messages about climate emergency and its impact on the Arctic for decades. Scientists have been 



  
issuing warnings about the state of the Arctic for a long time, but their message has largely remained 
unheard or ‘unfelt’ by communities in the West. At the ‘Living Nature: Art, Science and Indigenous 
Knowledge’ event hosted by the British Library on 28 October 2021, Canadian Inuit advocate and 
author of The Right to Be Cold (2015) Sheila Watt-Cloutier called upon writers, story- tellers and 
thinkers to find imaginative ways of conveying these pressing issues. A similar message has been 
repeatedly articulated at the Arctic Assembly in Reykjavik. Mads Qvist Frederiksen, Director of the 
Arctic Economic Council specifically called for the integration of science and traditional knowledge 
to be mediated by arts and humanities scholars, artists and writers. 

Can the arts and humanities offer the key to unlock a more sustainable Arctic ecology? How can 
local beliefs and indigenous knowledge help us think differently about ice and water in the Arctic and 
the Far North? Can the fluidity of water underpin a sense of shared identity among the borderless 
community of Arctic indigenous people? Can ice be said to be build bridges among, instead of 
isolating, indigenous communities across the Arctic and the Far North? 

Following on from a successful collaborative panel on ‘The Arctic writes back: Cultural Responses 
to the Environmental Changes in the Arctic/Far North’ (Arctic Circle Assembly, Reykjavik, 12-16 
October 2022), Dr. Monica Germanà (University of Westminster) and Dr. Ingibjörg Ágústsdóttir 
(University of Iceland) invite researchers, writers, artists and other arts and humanities practitioners 
to be part of one or more interdisciplinary workshops in Reykjavik in October 2023. 

These interdisciplinary events explore issues pertaining water (oceans, lakes, rivers, etc.) and ice 
across the cultural and artistic environments of the Far North and the Arctic. Pointing to the crucial 
importance of circular arts and humanities in addressing the urgent environmental issues pertaining 
the Arctic, and exploring how and where these intersectionalities and interdisciplinarities can 
circulate, the workshops propose to: 

(1) investigate ideas of cultural and environmental sustainability found in representations of 
ice/water from the Arctic and the Far North; 

(2) discuss questions of colonisation and marginalisation and its impact on cultural and artistic 
expression in the Arctic and the Far North; 

(3) identify new frameworks to address the environmental crisis that take into account indigenous 
cultural needs and responses; 

(4) establish a dialogue informed by research among the diverse cultural communities of the Arctic 
and the Far North. 

We plan to host at least 2 events: 
 

• Workshop at the University of Iceland (free to attend) 
•  Breakout Session for The Arctic Circle Assembly 2023 (participants will need to register for their 

participation at this event, which will give them access to the most exciting set of events in Arctic 
Studies, receptions, social events and plenary sessions) 
 

When emailing us with your expression of interest, please include: 

• a brief bio 
• a list of research/art topics and/or projects that you would be able to discuss 
• your preference for the event you wish to attend (Workshop/Breakout Session/Both) 
 
Please email queries and expressions of interests to: m.germana@westminster.ac.uk . 
 
 
 



  
 
Supporting rural women in Arctic low-carbon transitions: a knowledge network 
 
The transition to a net-zero economy presents an opportunity to develop tailored support for rural 
women to set up new businesses or take up new roles in the rural economy, rather than leaving their 
communities to seek work elsewhere. This project brings together female researchers, policy makers 
and community practitioners from across Scotland, Sweden, Norway and Canada to share knowledge 
about how best to support rural women during the transition to net-zero in the Arctic region. 
Network members will collate and discuss existing local and regional interventions in their countries 
to develop evidence-informed recommendations for future policy and longer-term collaboration 
around this topic. You can learn more about why this network started and where we'd like to see it 
go here: https://player.captivate.fm/episode/be895660-6605-4c4d-93a8- 1d167e6f8765. If you're 
interested in joining, please reach out to ana.vuin@sruc.ac.uk 
 
 
Arctic Observing Summit 2024 
Input and online participation sought for the Arctic Observing Summit. AOS 2024 Co-Chairs, Alice 
Bradley (alice.c.bradley@williams.edu) Maribeth Murray (murraym@ucalgary.ca) Richard Essery 
(richard.essery@ed.ac.uk): https://arcticobservingsummit.org/ 

The AOS draws a wide range of participants from across the spectrum of Arctic observing – 
Indigenous experts, operational agency representatives, scientists, and others – from around the 
world. For more information on the AOS, please visit the website www.arcticobservingsummit.org . 
Much of the summit is organized around discussions led by working groups on particular themes 
(Regional to global observing, Data sharing, System implementation/SAON ROADS, Observing System 
Benefits). In addition to plenary and working group sessions, this year we will include additional 
breakout sessions. 

The Organizing Committee would like to bring to your attention to several calls for input: 
 
1. We are recruiting early career co-chairs for each of the four working groups. Please see 
the announcement on the AOS 2024 webpage for more information. To learn more about the role 
and see the webinar introducing the AOS, please see the APECS website. Applications are due May 
20. Travel support is available for early career co-chairs to participate in the summit. 

2. We are seeking Indigenous engagement in each of the four working groups. Two (Data 
Sharing and Observing System Benefits) are still recruiting Indigenous co- chairs. Some travel 
support will be available for Indigenous participation at the summit. Please contact the AOS and/or 
the Summit Co-chairs if you are interested, or know someone who might be. 
3. We have opened a call for session proposals for the summit. Sessions will be 2 to 4 hour 
blocks during the meeting dedicated to a specific focus, with the goal of generating specific and 
actionable recommendations for/from the observing community. In keeping with the discussion-
focused nature of the AOS, proposed sessions should utilize no more than 50% of their time for 
presentations. Session proposals are due no later than September 1, 2023, but if you are planning to 
propose a session we recommend you reach out to an AOS co-chair before then. For more 
information, please see the AOS website. 

4. Once again, we are soliciting input to the summit in the form of Short Statements. 
Statements, limited to 4 pages including figures and references, can serve to highlight important 
observations and data products, management, or logistical needs or gaps, explore emerging 
opportunities, address a current challenge, present new initiatives, or technology that can 
contribute to Arctic observing (including global programs), or review on-going observing activities 
or issues that are relevant for the development, application, operation, or support of a sustained 
Arctic observing network. For additional information and to submit a statement by September 1, 
see the AOS website 


