
  
 

ScAN Quarterly Newsletter – September 2023 
 
 

We’re excited to share with you our Scottish Arctic Network (ScAN) Quarterly Newsletter! 

Please do spread the word to any researchers based in Scotland and working on Arctic 
issues - We  are keen to grow our network further. Register with us to learn more about 
the work we do and future opportunities. SIGN UP NOW https://arctic.scot/contact/ 

We would like to feature your research on the ScAN website and newsletter, so if you have 
published a relevant research paper or blog, recorded a podcast, went on an expedition, 
looking for collaborators, promoting an event, started or completed a research project, hosted 
an art exhibition (you name it) - please send it onto thenorth@abdn.ac.uk and we will 
collate it into a quarterly newsletter, and choose some stories for the website. The entries 
should be 100-250 words long and accompanied by 1-2 images. 

 
 
 
Network updates 

 
 
May 2023 - Aberdeen University researchers in the Canadian Arctic, completed fieldwork with 
international collaborator Stanley Kowalski III to look into the “Environmental Sustainability of 
the Inuit Community of Pond Inlet at the Northwest Passage (Canadian Arctic)”. Aberdeen 
University’s Professor Frithjof Kuepper, PhD student Kleopatra Grammatiki, Postgraduate 
researcher Eleni Avramidi and senior lecturer Gisele Arruda were able to conduct this 
research, thanks to support from the Arctic Connections of the Scottish Government.  
 
 
June 2023 - Dr Natalie Weir (Strathclyde University) visited the University of Bergen, to 
identify key areas of collaboration. Thanks to North2North Staff Mobility and funds provided 
by the University of the Arctic: see here.  
 
 
July 2023 - Strathclyde University team led by Dr Paul Adams, collaborated with the 
Universities of Lapland and Aberdeen to take forward their work on new Northern 
Pedagogies. Thanks to earlier funding from the Scottish Government Arctic Connections fund 
and the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  Their project will offer 30 HEI-based teacher educators 
the opportunity to explore Arctic Pedagogy with folks from the Arctic. Plus further funding has 
been secured from the Royal Society of Edinburgh to collaborate further with international 
colleagues in Norway, Greenland, Canada and Finland, Read more here.  
 
 
 
August 2023 – ScAN Early Career Travel Grants were awarded to following successful 
applicants: 
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• Laura Ferguson (SAMS) to participate in St Magnus Conference in Shetland and 

present work on “Arctic Heritage Landscapes: Working with Communities and Tourism” 
• Elise Gallois (University of Edinburgh) to participate in the UK Arctic Science 

Conference in Cambridge and present work on “The Tundra Summer: What sets the 
clock?” 

• Emily Hague (Heriot-Watt University) to participate in the Arctic Circle Assembly in 
Reykjavik and present work on “Understanding and reducing the impacts of vessels and 
port infrastructure on Arctic wildlife and local communities”. 

• Georg Kodl (University of St Andrews) to participate at the UK Arctic Science 
Conference in Cambridge and present work on “Microclimatic winter conditions shape 
soil erosion and vegetation patterns in sub-Arctic tundra” 

• Bethan Langley (University of Glasgow) to participate in Arctic Frontiers in Tromsø 
and present work on “Arctic and sub-Arctic marine sediment carbon stocks; a meta-
analysis” 

• Hayley McLennan (University of St Andrews) to participate in the UK Arctic Science 
Conference in Cambridge and present work on: “Evaluating impacts of possible prey 
loss due to reduced sea ice on Bowhead whales in the Canadian Arctic” 

 
 
Upcoming events 

 
11-13 September, Cambridge, UK 

      UK Arctic Science Conference 
 
19-21 October 2023, Reykjavik, Iceland 
Arctic Circle Assembly 
 
We will hold a session on Arctic research networks but are aware that many will be going to 
present their own research. Please do reach out if you are planning to go as it will be 
great to have a ScAN meet up.  
 
27-29 March 2024 , Edinburgh, Scotland 
Part of Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) 2024). We will be holding the annual ScAN 
meeting at this event. There will be some travel support available closer to the event so 
keep an eye on our website and social media. 

 

 
 
ScAN webinars 

All webinars are free to attend and take place on MS Teams on the given dates at 12pm-
1pm UK time (GMT+1). Register and find more info at https://www.arctic.scot/webinars 
 
6 September 2023    New Northern Pedagogies: Conversations across the Arctic 

 Paul Adams (University of Strathclyde) 
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28 September 2023    Environmental Impacts and Horizon Scanning for Sustainable Arctic 
Marine Infrastructure 

 Kate Gormley (University of Aberdeen) 
 
7 December 2023    Polar Challenges: Access Polar and the need for Disabled Inclusion 

and Representation in Polar Research 

 Angus Aldis (Open University) 

 
17 January 2024    Arctic Vessel Traffic is Increasing, What Does This Mean for Arctic 

Cetacean Species? A Systematic Review of Responses of Narwhal, 
Beluga and Bowhead Whales to Vessel Activity 

 Emily Hague (Heriot-Watt University) 
 
25 January 2024    Remediation Challenges in the Arctic – Lessons from Alaska’s North 

Slope 

 Keith Torrance (University of Strathclyde) 
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