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Letter from the Chair

Welcome to the sixth issue of
our Newsletter.

Firstly, | would like to thank you
all for your continued interest
and support of SCAN. It has
been a busy start to the year for
everyone with Arctic Frontiers
conference in Tromsg and
Arctic Science Summit Week
2025 in Boulder coming up
soon.

For those who are new - the
Scottish Arctic Network (ScAN),
established in 2021, brings
together 12 universities and
research institutions across
Scotland. We connect over 200
members from academia,
NGOs, and the public sector in
their interests, research, and
work on the Arctic. Since 2023,
ScAN has also been acting as
the Regional Centre for the
University of the Arctic
(UArctic), serving as a hub for
Arctic research and teaching
cooperation in Scotland.

As we are planning our next
annual meeting on 13 March
2025, | am pleased to extend an
invite to you all to join us on the
day - in Edinburgh or online.
See the details of the meeting
below and on our website. At
the annual meeting we will
review the annual report and
develop strategy and objectives
for 2025. We also have a
workshop planned with our
colleagues from the Network of
Arctic Researchers in Ireland, to
discuss the Arctic research
networks. Finally, as my second
term as Chair is coming to an
end, we will be looking for a
new leader for the network.
Could this be you? See
application details below.

| hope to see as many of you as

possible in March!
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Early Career Travel Grant - Recipients
We are very pleased to have been able to 4) Caroline Haas from the University of St
support some early career researchers with Andrews, to attend the Society for Marine
Travel Grants to present their work at Arctic Mammalogy conference. Caroline published a
events. This year's recipients include: blog about it on our website.
1) Aléna Roitershtein (above left) fromm RGU, to
attend Arctic Frontiers 2025 . Aléna shared her The awards are possible thanks to support from

experience here. the Scottish Government.
2) Ellen Hayward from the University of St

Andrews, to attend the V International

Symposium on Orcas.

3) Elinor Spencer (above rights) from the UHI to

attend Arctic Frontiers 2025.
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ScAN Annual Meeting 2025 - Join us in Edinburgh (or online)

Our annual meeting is open to all SCAN members. Please join us in person, on 13th March at the
Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh (room tbc) or online at 11.30-4pm.

At the meeting, we will review the progress made this year with the annual report followed by a
discussion. We will further agree on our main priorities and action points for the next year. You
will also have an opportunity to take part in the workshop on Arctic research networks organised
by the Network of Arctic Researchers in Ireland.

This is a great opportunity to meet Scotland-based Arctic researchers across disciplines,
conceptualise and inform collaborative research, and expand your network!

A limited amount of travel funding will be made available for members travelling to Edinburgh,
please email with your requests (100-150 words statement and required budget) to
thenorth@abdn.ac.uk by 18 February 2025.

Find out more information and register here for in-person or online participation.



https://arctic.scot/scans-alona-roitershtein-at-the-arctic-frontiers-in-tromso/
https://arctic.scot/scans-caroline-haas-at-the-society-for-marine-mammalogy-conference-in-perth-australia/
mailto:thenorth@abdn.ac.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/scotland/heriot-watt-university-room-tba/scottish-arctic-network-scan-annual-meeting-in-person/2025-03-13/11:30/t-eanjdjr
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/online/online/scottish-arctic-network-scan-annual-meeting-online/2025-03-13/11:30/t-zzroarp

Upcoming Arctic events

24-26 January 2025, Tromsg, Norway

Arctic Youth Conference 2025
Programme available here.

&

27-30 January 2025, Tromsg, Norway
Arctic Frontiers 2025: Beyond Borders

Registration and programme.

&

13 March 2025, Edinburgh, UK (and online)

Scottish Arctic Network Annual Meeting 2025

Registration open

&

20-28 March 2025, Boulder, Colorado, USA

Arctic Science Summit Week

Registration and programme.

&2

2-4 April 2025, Anchorage, Alaska, USA
Arctic Encounters Symposium

Proposal deadline - 27 January 2025.

&2

5-7 May 2025, Rovaniemi, Finland
Arctic Spirit Conference

Session proposal deadline - 24 January 2025.

&2

26-28 June 2025, Cambridge, UK

Arctic Repair Conference: Solutions for a Warming
World

Abstract submission deadline - 28 February 2025.

&2

9-11 September 2025, Newcastle, UK

UK Arctic Science Conference

More information coming_soon

&2

16-18 October 2025, Reykjavik, Iceland
Arctic Circle Assembly

Session proposal deadline - 1 May 2025

&

28-31 October 2025, Tokyo, Japan

Eighth International Symposium on Arctic
Research (ISAR-8)

Information available here.

&2


https://arcticcouncil.org/about/norway-chair-2/arctic-youth-conference/
https://arcticfrontiers.com/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/scotland/heriot-watt-university-room-tba/scottish-arctic-network-scan-annual-meeting-in-person/2025-03-13/11:30/t-eanjdjr
https://www.assw.info/
https://www.arcticencounter.com/the-aes-story
https://www.rovaniemiarcticspirit.fi/EN
https://www.climaterepair.cam.ac.uk/conference
https://www.arctic.ac.uk/events/?keyword=&location=&date=202509
https://www.arctic.ac.uk/events/save-the-date-uk-arctic-science-conference-2025/
https://www.arcticcircle.org/assemblies/2025-arctic-circle-assembly
https://www.arcus.org/events/arctic-calendar/35127

Applications invited for new ScAN Chair

As Daria's two-year term as Chair is coming to an end, we are looking for a new lead for our
network. Are you passionate about research collaboration and want to apply your skills at
ScAN?

Read the full role description on our website. You can apply by providing a simple statement
of interest including name, institution, current role, Arctic interests, short statement of
interest in the role. Applications should be sent to dshapovalova@abdn.ac.uk

Applications to be received by 5pm Friday 7th March 2025 for review by members of the
Steering Committee.

ScAN members participate in the Arctic
Circle Assembly 2024

ScAN was well represented at this year's Arctic Circle
Assembly. Prof David Anderson, Dr Lauren McWhinnie,
Craig Smith, and ScAN'’s Chair, Dr Daria Shapovalova,
all attended the event and participated in various
sessions throughout the week. On the first day of the
conference, the ScCAN Chair met with the UArctic
group of regional centre leads to discuss the strategic
development of UArctic regional centres, as well as the
opportunities presented through programmes like
north2north exchanges for staff and students.

In substantive sessions, Daria Shapovalova presented
her research on just transition and energy

transformation in the Arctic at the Nordic Energy
Research session. Lauren McWhinnie contributed to
the session on scientific contributions of state
observers to the Arctic Council Working Groups,
organised by the UK Science and Innovation, NERC,
British Antarctic Survey, and the Arctic Council.

We have made new connections with
researchers and practitioners across the
Arctic but also connected with the
delegation from Orkney Islands who
showcased their commitment to further
Arctic collaborations. We have also engaged
with Scotland's parliamentarians, Monica
Lennon MSP and Ben Macpherson MSP,
who represented the Parliament at the
Assembly.



https://arctic.scot/scottish-arctic-network-scan-is-seeking-a-new-chair/
mailto:dshapovalova@abdn.ac.uk
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UArctic Board to meet in Orkney L H I

Scotland-based Thematic Network activities

University of the
Highlands and Islands
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We are delighted to host the UArctic Board
for their annual meeting this coming April.
The meeting will take place in Orkney and
will be organised by our colleagues at the
Robert Gordon University, University of
Highlands and Islands, and Heriot Watt
University.

As ScAN is the UArctic Regional Centre, our
joint aim is to strengthen our connections
with other members by facilitating more

and encouraging more Scotland-based
institutions to join the north2north
exchange programme.

The organisation of the meeting in Orkney
is supported by ScAN, Orkney Islands
Council and the Scottish Government.
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ScAN at MASTS Annual Conference

On Tuesday 5th November 2024, Dr Lauren
McWhinnie and Dr Kate Gormley hosted a
special science session at the Marine
Alliance for Science and Technology
Scotland (MASTS)_Annual Science meeting,
at the Technology & Innovation Centre,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow.

The session was the first timme ScAN have
been present at the MASTS ASM, and it was
an opportunity to showcase some of the
marine related Arctic research that is
currently underway at Scottish institutions.

The session included research talks from
Hakon Sandven (University of Bergen), Kate
Gormley (University of Aberdeen), Marta
Santos-Garcia (University of Edinburgh),
Anna Crawford (University of Stirling), and
Charles Knapp (University of Strathclyde).

Henry Burgess (Head, NERC Arctic Office,
British Antarctic) and Craig Smith (Senior
Policy Adviser — Arctic, Northern Europe and
Arctic Team, Scottish Government) shared
their insights into research-policy links.



https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/persons/lauren-helen-mcwhinnie
https://researchportal.hw.ac.uk/en/persons/lauren-helen-mcwhinnie
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/people/kate.gormley
https://masts.ac.uk/annual-science-meeting/
https://masts.ac.uk/annual-science-meeting/
https://masts.ac.uk/annual-science-meeting/

